
FOUNDATIONNEWS

20
23

-2
02

4

LSU Health Foundation, New Orleans

Education Empowers
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

4

Letter from the Board..................................... 2

Celebrating Sullivan Gala............................... 7

Teal Tea Luncheon......................................... 8

New Kelsey Bradley Favrot Chair.................. 9

LSUHF Board of Directors Scholarship...... 15

March with the Second Line........................ 17

Board of Regents Grants............................. 18

Royal Court Weekend................................... 20

Two Events a Hole in One............................ 22

Looking Forward to Fun............................... 23

Catch up on the programs, events 
and milestones celebrated by each 
of our six schools this year.

Keeping Up with 
Our Schools

10

This new scholarship is a testament 
to the enduring impact of one family’s 
dedication to public health and 
commitment to education and service.

Dr. Howard Kopping: 
A Fitting Tribute

6

Dr. Van Meter’s exceptional career 
and recent donation have made a 
significant impact on our institution 
and the field of emergency medicine.

Dr. Keith Van Meter:
A Legacy of Excellence 

16

10



Exciting Developments 
at LSU Health Foundation: 
Join Us in Shaping the 
Future of Healthcare 

LSU Health Foundation Team

Al Bienvenu, Chairman 

Accounting and Finance
Lee Trumble, Vice President & Chief 

	 Financial Officer 

Joseph Harness, Accounting Manager

Adrienne Kiefer, Accounting Associate

Laurie Phillips, Accounting Manager

Becky Rhoto, Accounting & Development 

	 Associate

Business Ventures

Alejandra Guzman, Chief Business 

	 Development Officer

Luis Medina, Property Manager

Development

Mariana Coudrain, Director of Development,

	 School of Medicine

 Jenna Cronin, Director of Advancement Services

Denise DeLany, Director of Grants

Brandi Hernandez, Director of Prospect, 
	 Management & Research

Sarah Petty, Director of Development Operations

Elise Raynal, Director of Development, 

	 School of Medicine

Caroline Skinner, Director of Annual Giving

Caitlin Strother, Director of Events & Marketing 

Morgan Trulen, Director of Scholarship 

	 & Fund Administration 

Keisha Calvin, Database Associate

2023-2024 Edition
Contributing Writers: Caitlin Strother, Sarah Petty 
and Morgan Trulen
Design / Layout: Studio Mundi, Inc.

On behalf of the LSU Health Foundation, I am thrilled to share 
some exhilarating news and developments that highlight why 
now is the perfect time to support our mission and propel the 
healthcare industry forward.

We are pleased to announce the launch of a campaign in 
support of the Center for Advanced Learning and Simulation 
(CALS) in partnership with the LSU Health School of Medicine 
Alumni Association. Located on the LSU Health New Orleans 
campus, CALS offers a cutting-edge learning environment with 
advanced clinical simulation facilities. This state-of-the-art 
training facility allows students and healthcare professionals 
to hone their skills in a controlled, simulated environment. By 
providing hands-on training and promoting interdisciplinary 
collaboration, this project ensures our healthcare workforce 
is equipped with the knowledge and experience necessary to 
meet the diverse and complex needs of Louisiana’s patients.

Additionally, we are proud to announce our collaboration 
in supporting the LSU LCMC Health Cancer Center’s journey 
towards NCI-designation. Achieving this designation will not 
only recognize our achievements but also propel us into an elite 
group of cancer centers known for their scientific leadership 
and resources. We stand ready to make even greater strides 
in the fight against cancer, offering new hope and life-saving 
treatments to countless individuals.

Moreover, the LSU Health Sciences Center is at the heart of New 
Orleans’ burgeoning BioDistrict, a vibrant hub of innovation 
and economic growth. With billions of dollars already invested, 
the BioDistrict is transforming our community into a beacon 
of medical and technological advancements. This thriving 
ecosystem fosters collaboration among healthcare providers, 
researchers, and entrepreneurs, driving the development 
of breakthrough solutions that will redefine the future of 
healthcare. The LSU Health Foundation aims to further 
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engage in mission-related investments that enhance 
this ecosystem and drive the healthcare industry to new 
heights in Louisiana.

As we navigate these exciting times, we are also laser-
focused on preparing the next generation of healthcare 
leaders by providing robust support to our students, 
researchers, and faculty. We offer scholarships to help 
students pursue their dreams without financial burdens, 
enabling them to focus on their studies and develop the skills 
necessary to excel in the healthcare field. For our faculty 
and researchers, we provide grants and manage funds 
that facilitate groundbreaking research and innovative 
projects. This empowers our faculty to push the boundaries 
of medical knowledge and deliver cutting-edge education, 
while our researchers can explore new treatments and 
technologies that have the potential to transform patient 
care and advance the healthcare industry.

Supporting the LSU Health Foundation means driving 
forward initiatives that benefit our local community and 
have the potential to impact global health. We invite you 
to join us in celebrating these extraordinary achievements 
and to continue partnering with us on this exciting 
journey. Your involvement is crucial to our success, and we 
are deeply grateful for your unwavering commitment to 
the LSU Health Foundation.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication. 
Together, we are shaping the future of healthcare and 
making a lasting impact.

With heartfelt appreciation,

“Supporting the LSU Health Foundation means driving forward initiatives that 
benefit our local community and have the potential to impact global health. ”

– AL BIENVENU

Al Bienvenu, Chairman of the Board, LSU Health Foundation

The Center for Advanced Learning and Simulation is the new hub of 
technology on campus for all schools in the LSU Health New Orleans system.
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EDUCATION
EMPOWERS
More than just financial aid, scholarships are investments in the future  
of healthcare.

In the dynamic landscape of healthcare, where innovation 
and expertise are paramount, investing in education is not 
just an act of generosity but a cornerstone of progress. 
Your support of scholarships at LSU Health New Orleans 
embodies this belief, empowering aspiring healthcare 
professionals to excel and innovate. These scholarships are 
more than financial aid; they are investments in the future 
of healthcare, nurturing talent that will shape the industry 
for years to come. 

At LSU Health New Orleans, we understand that excellence 
in healthcare begins with education. Your contributions to 
our scholarship programs directly enable bright minds to 
unlock their potential. From aspiring nurses dedicated to 

compassionate patient care to future researchers poised to 
tackle tomorrow’s challenges, each scholarship recipient 
embodies our shared commitment to advancing healthcare 
and improving lives. Your generosity not only changes the 
trajectory of their careers, but also enriches our institution 
with fresh perspectives and groundbreaking ideas.

Together, we are building a legacy of healthcare excellence 
fueled by your support. As we reflect on the impact of your 
generosity, we celebrate the achievements of our scholarship 
recipients and look forward to the advancements they will 
lead in healthcare. Thank you for your dedication to LSU 
Health New Orleans and for partnering with the LSU Health 
Foundation in shaping a healthier, brighter future for all.

ELISE HERNANDEZ
Healthy Blue Scholarship in Medicine 

Elise was born and raised in South Louisiana. She comes from a large and supportive family. Her 
father is originally from Lake Charles, and her mother immigrated to the United States from 
Paraguay. Elise graduated Magna Cum Laude with College Honors from LSU in Baton Rouge. She 
plans to be a leader as a medical student and future physician and foresees herself working with 

underserved populations to contribute to advancing the health of her community.

“I hope for nothing more than to become a well-rounded and competent physician, and I chose to receive my medical school 
education at LSU Health because it is a school where I can achieve those goals,” says Elise. “The sense of community and the 
emphasis on collaboration makes LSU Health an environment I want to be a part of.”

Meet some of the bright minds of the future at LSU Health New Orleans! 
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TYLER DAVIS
Debra Schiro Scholarship in Nursing 

Tyler is a single parent who moved to New Orleans in 2019 from Boise, Idaho with his daughter 
to pursue his nursing career. His goals are to practice in a Level 1 Intensive Care Unit setting for 
a minimum of two years to gain as much critical care experience as he can. From there, Tyler 
intends to continue his education as a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA).

“I chose LSU Health because it was one of the best programs in the country,” says Tyler. “I wanted to get the best education 
from the best educators so when I graduate and become a licensed RN, I am confident in my practice.”

TAYLOR PELTIER
Germaine and J. Jerome Smith, DDS Scholarship in Dentistry 

Taylor was born and raised in Louisiana. When she began her first year of dental school, she 
decided an associate position would be her plan upon graduating from LSU. Today as she enters 
her third year, she is finding herself curious about paths she had not considered before. She 
now loves general dentistry even more than when she arrived at LSU Health New Orleans, and 

has become interested in Advanced Education in General Dentistry and General Practice Residency. Taylor has begun 
researching programs that are fitting with the procedures she finds the most interesting and wants to become further 
competent in.

“LSU Health was special to me in the sense that they valued clinical experience so greatly,” says Taylor. “Being granted 
acceptance to my state’s school was a privilege and an opportunity that I would not pass up. Staying in Louisiana came with 
more positives than just the cost and curriculum, as I always knew there was something special about my state.”

JULIA CAZABON
The Marcia and Billy Beer Endowed Scholarship in Medicine 

Julia was born and raised in New Orleans alongside two brothers. She attended St. Mary’s 
Dominican High School, and graduated Magna Cum Laude with Honors from the University of 
Georgia, receiving a Bachelor of Science in Genetics. Julia credits her family’s natural spirit of 
sharing for driving her passion to engage her community as a servant. Julia is looking forward 

to building a skillset that allows her to uphold the health of her community. She has volunteered with the New Orleans 
Women and Children’s Shelter for five years. Participating in the rehabilitation of families has played a significant role in 
developing her career goals. She plans to contribute in a greater way as a student of medicine and eventually as a physician.

“I chose LSU Health because of its deep roots in Louisiana healthcare,” says Julia. “I feel strongly about serving my community 
by practicing medicine in New Orleans, and it is clear that LSU Health physicians make up a large part of the community.” n
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Dr. Howard William Kopping ’49 
dedicated his life to public health. 
Born in Chicago, he served in the 
Army and had a 22-year career in 
the US Public Health Service as a 
specialist in internal medicine. 
Throughout his career, he lived 
with his wife, Enid, in several 
states, including Alabama, New 
York, Kentucky, Washington, 
Michigan, and California. They 
raised four children: Kristine, 
John, Gwendolyn, and Thomas.

In 1969, the Kopping family moved to Walnut Creek, where 
Dr. Kopping practiced at Rossmoor Medical Clinic, John 
Muir Hospital, and Doctor’s Park. Howard then finished out 
his career as Senior Clinician at Chevron for 16 years. He 
passed away in 2002. Dr. Kopping’s dedication to medicine 
and public health left a lasting impact on all who knew him.

Howard’s son, Thom, established the Howard William 
Kopping Scholarship to honor his father’s legacy and 
commitment to public health. This endowed scholarship 
will provide tuition assistance to students enrolled in the 
MD/MPH track at the School of Medicine, reflecting Dr. 
Kopping’s passion for serving the public.

When asked about his motivation to give, Thom shared 
heartfelt insights. Now in his 60s, he considered three 
possible ways to utilize his resources: spend, invest, and 
give. For a portion of the latter, he decided to support 
students whose lives could be changed by his generosity.

Thom’s choice to give to LSU Health New Orleans was a 
tribute to his father, honoring his remarkable journey from 

humble beginnings during the depression on the South Side 
of Chicago to becoming a doctor through the opportunities 
provided by the US Army and LSU Health. 

Dr. Kopping’s dedication to public health, despite the 
financial challenges and demands of his career, profoundly 
influenced Thom’s decision. He hopes that this scholarship 
will inspire other children of LSU alumni, particularly 
those in the medical field who have the means to give back. 
He believes that giving during one’s lifetime offers not only 
tax advantages, but also the joy of seeing the direct impact 
of the gift.  

Thom’s story is a powerful reminder that 
philanthropy can be a meaningful way 

to honor loved ones and support future 
generations of healthcare professionals.

The establishment of the Howard William Kopping 
Scholarship is a testament to the impact of one man’s 
dedication to public health and his family’s commitment to 
education and service. We invite family members, friends, 
and colleagues to consider including this scholarship in 
their wills, ensuring that Dr. Kopping’s legacy continues to 
inspire and support future medical professionals.

We extend our deepest gratitude to Thom Taylor, the  
founder of Del Ray Capital Management, a Los Angeles- 
based financial planning firm, for his generous 
contribution and for inspiring us with his story of love, 
dedication, and giving. Through this scholarship, we 
honor Dr. Kopping’s remarkable legacy and support the 
next generation of healthcare leaders at LSU Health  
New Orleans. n

A Fitting Tribute to a Legacy 
of Service and Care

Dr. Howard Kopping

LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans is pleased to spotlight Thomas “Thom” Taylor. 
Inspired by his father’s legacy, Thom has established the Howard William Kopping 
Scholarship for the MD/MPH Track in the School of Medicine.
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The Honorable Henry G. Sullivan, Jr. was a fixture in the community, serving for 
24 years on the bench in Jefferson Parish’s 24th Judicial District Court. He was 
known by many as an exemplary judge. He was also a lifelong Westbank resident 
who cared deeply about the community. When Judge Sullivan was diagnosed with 
glioblastoma, the most aggressive type of cancer that begins within the brain, 
he was treated by LSU Health physician, Dr. Frank Culicchia, at West Jefferson 
Medical Center. With Judge Sullivan facing such an incredible challenge, it was 
important to him and his family that he was able to receive world-class care close 
to home.

Having lost his battle with glioblastoma, the Honorable Henry G. Sullivan, 
Jr. Initiative (HGSJI) was formed in Judge Sullivan’s memory by his wife, Judy 
Sullivan, and their closest friends in the community. 

The mission of the HGSJI is to support the LSU Health 
Department of Neurosurgery in providing top neuro-care 
to all patients including those who do not have the 
financial means to cover their own medical expenses. 

It is their mission to support the LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans' 
mission of education, research and public service through direct patient care 
and community outreach.

To support this initiative, the Celebrating Sullivan Gala was held for the first 
time on August 11, 2023. This gala was at the Fillmore New Orleans with over 20 
local restaurants and live entertainment, including the Midtown Men – Stars 
from the Original Broadway Cast of Jersey Boys. With over 450 attendees, the 
Celebrating Sullivan Gala raised $236,200 in support of the LSU Health New 
Orleans Department of Neurosurgery. n

“Celebrating Sullivan” Gala 
Supports Top Neuro-Care for All 

Support the Initiative!
Donations: one.bidpal.net/Sullivan
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In September 2023, local cancer awareness volunteers hosted the Teal Tea 
Luncheon, an annual event to raise money for cancer research in the Gulf Coast 
area. Cancer Survivor and Awareness Champion Lynn Naquin of Bay St. Louis, 
MS chaired the event with her husband, Cookie Naquin and best friend Wanda 
Buras. The luncheon raised more than $39,000 in 2023. The Teal Tea Luncheon 
was produced in partnership with The LSU Health Foundation, New Orleans, and 
The Al Copeland Foundation. All money raised benefits the Gynecologic Oncology 
Section at LSU Health to elevate patient care, research, and education focusing 
on women’s cancer, including ovarian cancer. The color teal was chosen because 
it symbolizes Ovarian Cancer Awareness month. 

Lynn Naquin is a Stage 4 Ovarian Cancer survivor who credits the LSU Health 
Gynecologic Oncology team for saving her life. “I thank God every day that they 
are in my life,” says Naquin. The LSU Health Gynecologic Oncology team, made up 
of Dr. Amelia Jernigan and Dr. Tara Castellano, were in attendance. “One of our 
greatest resources is the generous, resilient and brave women who live here. We 
are so lucky to get the chance to care for and collaborate with them and get to 
know them and their loved ones. Lynn Naquin who organized the event is truly a 
force to be reckoned with,” says Dr. Jernigan. 

The luncheon featured Meg Farris of WWL-TV as the emcee, a performance by 
the Bionic Babes, a fashion show and silent auction. The fashion show models 
wore styles from The Red Carpet, The Royal Standard, NolaBoo and Diamonds 
Direct. The lovely models were ovarian cancer survivors and caretakers of loved 
ones with ovarian cancer. n

Toasting South Louisiana 
Women’s Cancer Care with Tea

“We are impressed every day watching women pivot off of something 
as difficult as a cancer diagnosis and continue to give so much to their 

loved ones and the community. This luncheon is an opportunity to 
celebrate these fantastic women, learn more about gynecologic cancer 
prevention and care in the region, and raise money to promote a better 

future for women with gynecologic cancer.” – Dr. Amelia Jernigan

You’re Invited!
Teal Tea Luncheon ~ September 18, 2024 ~ Chateau Golf & Country Club

Sponsorships and Tickets: bidpal.net/tealtea
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Exciting news! Thanks to your support, the Louisiana Board of Regents has approved the 
matching gift of $400,000 required to officially establish the Kelsey Bradley Favrot Chair 
in Pediatric Neuro-Oncology!

Brain Tumor Initiative 
Reaches for a Super Win

Kelsey Bradley Favrot Brain Tumor Initiative Goals
•	 Provide and expand state-of-the-art care for children 
	 with primary and metastatic brain tumors.

•	 Foster innovative therapies such as antiangiogenic therapy 
	 and immunotherapy through clinical trials.

•	 Find better therapies for children afflicted with brain tumors.

For more information on the Kelsey Bradley Favrot Brain 
Tumor Initiative, visit www.kelseysgoal.com.

What’s Next? Super Chair!
The next goal is achieving Super Chair status. The initiative is raising 
an additional $600,000 in support through donations and events like the 
annual Kelsey Bradley Favrot Memorial 5k Race. Once we reach this goal 
together, the LSU Health Foundation will begin the process to apply for 
a second matching gift of $400,000 from the Louisiana Board of Regents, 
bringing the total impact to over $2,000,000!

2010 2013 2022 2024

THE KBFBTI JOURNEY 

Kelsey Bradley Favrot 

Endowed Chair in 

Neuro-Oncology 

established.

Kelsey Bradley Favrot 

Endowed Chair in Neuro-

Oncology matched by 

the Louisiana Board of 

Regents, totaling $1M.

Kelsey Bradley Favrot 

Brain Tumor Initiative set 

the goal of establishing a 

Chair in Pediatric Neuro-

Oncology.

Kelsey Bradley Favrot 

Chair in Pediatric Neuro-

Oncology matched by 

the Louisiana Board of 

Regents, totaling $1M.
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Keeping Up with Our Schools
School of Allied Health Professions

SAHP Diversity Committee participates  
in 2024 MLK Day of Service

The SAHP Diversity Committee coordinated with the LSUHNO Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion for SAHP presence at the Martin Luther King Day of Service to 
provide health screenings, including blood pressure checks, glucose monitoring, 
cognitive screening, foot care, and health information, at the Rebuild Center.

Amber Weydert and Brittany Hall

Department of Physician Assistant Studies

Two faculty members were recognized by the School of Allied Health. Brittany Hall, MMS, 
PA-C, received the 2023 Outstanding Clinical Service Award for her work in the Ochsner 
Neuro Critical Care Unit. Amber Weydert, MMS, PA-C was honored with the Outstanding 
Service to the Institution Award for her dedicated service to the school.

Department of Physical Therapy

Our student physical therapists’ involvement in the River Parishes Special Olympics Louisiana 
reflects their unwavering commitment to making a positive impact beyond the classroom. 
By generously volunteering their time and expertise to conduct field testing, they’ve not 
only demonstrated their dedication to their profession but also their passion for enhancing 
the lives of others. Their selfless contributions embody the values of empathy, service, and 
community engagement that are integral to the LSUHSC Doctor of Physical Therapy program.

Student Ambassador Program

The purpose of the Louisiana State University Health New Orleans, School of Allied Health Professions (SAHP) Ambassador 
Program is to encourage student representation, involvement, and leadership in the interdisciplinary efforts of the School 
of Allied Health. The Ambassadors program is composed of exceptional student representatives who work with faculty 
and administration by positively promoting the mission and vision of the SAHP. SAHP Ambassadors serve as Allied Health 
representatives through participation in recruitment initiatives, student engagement activities, community service and 
alumni involvement. They are role models who demonstrate excellent interpersonal communication, a positive attitude, 
strong leadership qualities and good academic standing.

CURRENT AMBASSADORS: East Guilbeau, Physical Therapy • Lauryn Goff, Physical Therapy • Savannah Samuel, Physician 
Assistant Studies • Haleigh Lozano, Speech-Language Pathology • Xavier Cruz Maldonado, Medical Laboratory Science

SAHP Student Physical Therapists
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Alumni Day 2024

On April 6, LSUSD alumni, students, faculty and friends 
gathered to reunite and strengthen connections at 
Alumni Day 2024. A joint effort of alumni relations and 
continuing dental education, the day kicked off with an 
engaging Continuing Education Course featuring speaker 
Dr. Todd C. Snyder, who spoke on leveraging cutting-
edge technology and artificial intelligence to enhance 
the dental practice. Event sponsors also exhibited during 
scheduled course breaks.

The afternoon festivities began with a Bayou Bash Crawfish Boil accompanied by a vibrant faculty/student band and an 
award ceremony honoring outstanding alumni Dr. Kristi M. Soileau and Dr. Trey Carlton. With over 150 attendees and 450 
pounds of crawfish, Alumni Day 2024 was a successful, enjoyable reunion full of connection and camaraderie. 

Awarding Alumni: Dr. Trey Carlton, Alumnus of the Year & Dr. Kristi Soileau, Distinguished Alumna

Dr. David “Trey” Carlton has a passion for education and leadership. He earned 
a Bachelor of Science from Centenary College of Louisiana, a doctorate degree in 
dental surgery from the Louisiana State University School of Dentistry and later 
earned fellowship status from the Las Vegas Institute for Advanced Dental Learning. 

Dr. Carlton has been a dedicated tripartite member of the LDA, the American Dental 
Association and the Central Dental Association for 26 years. He is also a Committee 
of 100 member for the LSU School of Dentistry. He is involved in many professional 
organizations, has served in various leadership roles, and regularly volunteers 
for his profession. Because of his dedication to his community and to the field of 
dentistry, Carlton was an LDA New Dentist Award winner, an LSUSD White Coat 
Ceremony Keynote speaker and the Las Vegas Institute for Advanced Dental Studies 
Alumnus of the Year. He was just awarded the Distinguished Service Award, the 
highest honor bestowed by the Louisiana Dental Association, in 2024.

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau is an LSUSD graduate practicing in New Orleans since 1986. She received a DDS in 1985, a certificate 
in advanced education in general dentistry in 1986, and a certificate in periodontics in 1988, all from LSUSD. Dr. Soileau 
is passionate about dentists having a united front through membership in organized dentistry and believes concerted 
efforts through education, volunteerism, and political action must be maintained. Her involvement in professional dental 
organizations are extensive. She is a member of the American Dental Association, Louisiana Dental Association, American 
Academy of Periodontology (AAP), Louisiana Society of Periodontists, Pierre Fauchard Academy, Alpha Omega Dental 
Fraternity, American Association of Dental Research, and Delta Sigma Delta Dental Fraternity.

Dr. Soileau also has a heart for teaching. Since 1979, she has taught a variety of courses, and presents topics related to 
periodontology regularly at dental-related conferences and organizations. She has also engaged in significant research 
with results being published in prestigious journals.

School of Dentistry

Dr. Kristi SoileauDr. Trey Carlton
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School of Graduate Studies

School of Nursing

Developing CAREing Nurses Throughout Louisiana
 
Prior to the pandemic, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics predicted 200,000 vacant nursing 
positions annually from 2020-2030. The pandemic has only made the shortage worse. In 
comparison to hospitals with lower patient-to-nurse ratios, those with greater ratios saw 
higher rates of patient mortality and failure-to-rescue, as well as burnout and discontent 
among nurses. In response to the shortage, LSU Health New Orleans School of Nursing 
(LSUHNO-SON) began to evaluate other avenues to educate and train professional quality 
nurses. As a result, LSU Health Shreveport, an off-campus instructional site (OCIS) was created. 

LSUHNO-SON continues to grow in order to mitigate the nursing shortage. The School 
develops professional nurse leaders to work as generalists, advanced practice nurses, 
educators, scholars, and researchers. Now, LSU Health Shreveport OCIS offers a Career 
Alternative RN Education (CARE) Program. The two-year program is intended for people 
who have completed a bachelor’s degree in any field of study and want to pursue a career 
in nursing. Courses are taught via synchronous distance learning, where students from 

Shreveport digitally attend classes at LSUHNO-SON. The basic science courses are taught by LSU Health Shreveport 
academic faculty. LSUHNO-SON admitted its first cohort of students in North Louisiana in August 2023. Graduates of the 
program will earn Bachelor of Nursing Science degrees.

The OCIS recently held their white coat ceremony with five students in May 2024. There will be twelve students beginning 
the program in the fall 2024. Dr. Linda Ledet, OCIS Program Director, states that interest in the OCIS is building daily. She 
is excited to see the OCIS continue to grow to help reduce the nursing shortage in Louisiana.

June 2024 MD/PhD Retreat

On June 18, 2024, The School of Graduate Studies’ MD/PhD program hosted their 2nd annual 
MD/PhD Retreat, an invaluable platform for aspiring physician scientists to come together, 
share ideas, and foster interdisciplinary collaboration. The retreat hosted activities including 
professional team building, a virtual research poster session, hobby talks, clinical research 
and program director panels, and keynote speaker Dr. Jason Schwartz. Dr. Schwartz is 
an alumnus of the LSUHSC MD/PhD program and is currently an Assistant Professor of 

Pediatrics (Division of Hematology/Oncology) at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. 

The Clinical Research Panel included Drs. Rahn Bailey (Psychiatry), Tabitha Quebedeaux (Maternal-Fetal Medicine), Jessica 
Rivera (Orthopedic Surgery), and Alison Smith (Trauma Surgery). The Program Director Panel consisted of Drs. Jeffrey 
Carter (Burn Surgery), Chelsey Sandlin (Pediatrics), Brian Copeland (Neurology), and Jessica Zagory (Pediatric Surgery). 

The retreat closed with a networking hour hosted by the MD/PhD Planning committee: Dr. Donnell White III, Dr. Jake 
Doiron, Taylor Fitzpatrick-Schmidt, Stephanie Lee, Nicholas Harris, Patricia Mensah, and Katherine Copenhaver.

OCIS administrators at the 
White Coat ceremony

2024 OCIS White Coat Recipients
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School of Public Health

Celebrating 20 Years

The LSU School of Public Health (SPH) has a rich history that 
dates back to its establishment within the medical school in 1931. 
However, it wasn’t until March of 2003 that the Louisiana Board of 
Regents approved SPH as its own entity. This marked a significant 
milestone for the School, and in celebration of its 20th anniversary 
as an independent institution, a commemorative publication and  
a series of events were planned for Fall 2023.

During the week of September 25-29, a range of events took place, offering students, faculty, and staff the opportunity 
to engage with contemporary public health issues. Among these events were a speed-networking session for students, 
and presentations by notable figures like Noel Twilbeck and the John A. Rock Visiting Scholar, Dr. Sacoby Wilson. The 
highlight of the week was the 20th Anniversary event held at the Audubon Zoo on September 29. This gathering provided 
guests with an evening of community and featured a presentation by Dr. Renee Underwood, an alumni of the School, on 
managing stress. Additionally, the Beth Schmidt Staff Person of the Year Award was presented to Hasheemah Afaneh.

In addition, a commemorative publication was created to honor the dedication and achievements of the SPH community. 
This publication includes articles highlighting the School’s projects, historical photos, insights into current initiatives, 
and previews of future developments. It serves as a testament to 20 years of academic excellence and collective effort.

The success of the anniversary celebration is credited to all who participated in the activities throughout the week, as well 
as to the broader LSU Health School of Public Health family for their contributions over the past two decades.

Meet Our 2024 Scholarship Recipients!

KOBE WILLIAMS
Why did you want to come to LSU SPH? 
What stood out to you? “I wanted to 
come to the LSU School of Public Health 
because of the incredible professors and 
staff that make the program as great as 

it is. Having an opportunity to learn from a world-class 
group of professors at Louisiana’s flagship university was 
a no-brainer.”
 
How did you feel when you found out you were going to 
be awarded a scholarship to LSU SPH? “When I found out 
I was going to be awarded a scholarship, I felt that the LSU 
School of Public Health really wanted to support me in my 
academic endeavors by making school more affordable.”
 

JESSICA STEIN
How did you feel when you found out you 
were going to be awarded a scholarship 
to LSU SPH? “It was very exciting 
because it made accepting possible! I 
wasn’t sure if I would be able to accept a 

spot in any of the programs I applied to because of finances. 
Getting the scholarship meant everything to me.”
 
What do you think your LSU SPH education will do for your 
career going forward? “My LSU SPH education has allowed 
me to build a strong network that will reward me for years 
to come. I have met amazing people who have become 
mentors for me. I take classes with real-world applications, 
taught by professionals with real-world experience.”

Dr. Ed Trapido, LSU SPH Dean
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Update from the Dean’s Desk 

The School of Medicine is undertaking a strategic planning 
process to establish our goals and priorities for our 
education programs, research enterprise, and clinical 
operations for the next five years. As part of the ongoing 
discussions and listening sessions we asked the question, 
“Who are we and what do we stand for?” Numerous 
faculties, staff, alumni, learners, and stakeholders weighed 
in on our core values, and several of those values were 
consistently at the top of the list. We stand for Excellence, 
Service, Innovation, Integrity and Compassion.

We are starting a new academic year. Our senior students 
graduated in May after an excellent match day. Close to 
50% of our graduates remained in Louisiana to train (the 
vast majority of those are in LSU residency programs), and 
50% are going elsewhere – some to the most prestigious 
programs in the country. New interns started in late 
June. Our upper-level students are back to learning in the 
classroom and on the hospital wards, and our new class 
of freshmen students began their journey in medical 
education at the end of July. 

In February 2023, we moved our clinical departments into 
the newly renovated CALS building (formerly the Interim 
LSU Hospital, and Hotel Dieu Hospital before that). The 
clinical faculty now have their academic offices closer to 
the hospital and activity on the rest of the campus. The 
lower floors contain new simulation and teaching spaces. 
Dr. Peter DeBlieux is leading the effort to outfit the 
simulation labs through industry partnerships, and to 
develop innovative training programs that will benefit our 
students and residents for years to come. In October 2023, 
we began the renovation of floors 5, 6, and 7 of the Medical 
Education Building (MEB). The floors were completely 
demolished, and construction has begun on new laboratory 
space. The new labs will have an open floor plan, and will 
utilize more natural light. This is more than a one-hundred-
million-dollar project and it is on schedule to provide us 
with 190,000 square feet of the best laboratory space in the 
country. This will put LSUHSC in a great position to grow 
the research enterprise and achieve our strategic plan 
goals to benefit the school for decades.

In October 2023, LSUHSC, Tulane, LCMC and the Louisiana 
Cancer Research Center (LCRC) signed an agreement 
that LSU will be the applicant institution for bringing 
an NCI Designated Cancer Center to Louisiana. This has 
been an aspirational goal for many years. Bringing these 
organizations into alignment was an important step. LCMC 
will be our clinical partner in this endeavor, and we will 
continue to collaborate with Tulane in the hopes that they 
will join our efforts in subsequent years. To move us along, 
Joe Ramos, PhD joined LSU as a full-time faculty member 
in January 2024. He serves as the Cancer Center Director 
and leads the effort to obtain NCI designation. He devotes 
part of his time leading the LCRC as their CEO, bringing 
our institutions further into alignment. It may take us 
years to get there, but bringing an NCI Designated Cancer 
Center to Louisiana will be another great act of service to 
the state – one that improves health outcomes for many of 
our citizens in the future.

While we are making many improvements on our campus, 
and the health care environment around us is constantly 
changing, it is important to note that our core mission 
has not changed. The LSU School of Medicine continues 
to train the next generation of doctors for Louisiana, 
continues to provide excellent care to our patients, and 
continues to make scientific advances in healthcare. We 
stand for Excellence, Service, and Innovation. We could 
not do this without the generous donations we receive 
from those invested in our work. Thank you to our loyal 
supporters who afford us these opportunities in education 
and research. You can leave your mark on the campus 
through our Institutional Enhancement Campaign. 

I hope to see everyone at the Royal Court recognition 
ceremonies in October.

Respectfully,

Richard DiCarlo, MD, Dean, LSU School of Medicine

School of Medicine
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New scholarship paves 
the road to a brighter future

The new Board of Directors scholarship initiative reflects our unwavering commitment to nurturing talent, driving 
innovation, and promoting excellence in healthcare. As we embark on this journey, we envision a brighter future where 
aspiring healthcare professionals are empowered to make lasting contributions to our communities and beyond. This 
initiative applies to all six schools at LSU Health New Orleans. The scholarships are awarded to students who are Louisiana 
residents and demonstrate financial need, among other criteria. Within the first year of awards, the total scholarships 
awarded will be $28,000, reaching $102,000 in total after the recipients complete their degrees. The School of Medicine has 
been awarded for the 2024-2025 Academic Year: Andrew Williams, Daniel Zuckerman and Kobe Robichaux.

In a bold stride towards advancing healthcare education and fostering future leaders, the 
Board of Directors at LSU Health Foundation New Orleans announces a groundbreaking 
initiative: the LSU Health Foundation Board of Directors Scholarship. 

Kobe Robichaux was born and raised in the small bayou community of 
Chauvin, Louisiana. He is one of the first members of his family to attain a 
college degree. After completing his medical education, Kobe plans to complete 
a residency in internal medicine. While practicing, he hopes to actively engage 
in scientific research, participating in patient-based projects and supporting 
basic science at the bench.

Daniel Zuckerman was born in Covington, Louisiana. He dreams of opening 
his own practice and serving the communities of Southeast Louisiana. Daniel 
aspires to provide high-level, personal care that is always centered on comfort 
and concern for the patient in all aspects – physical, emotional, and even 
financial. He feels that his strength lies in his ability to connect with people 
from different backgrounds and the joy that it gives him to get to know someone.

Andrew Williams grew up on the Northshore. He looks up to physicians who 
are seen in positive light and wants to be remembered as someone who made 
everyone around him smile. Andrew also wants to educate the next generation 
because he has so much appreciation for the wonderful people who have made 
an impact on him.
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Dr. Keith Van Meter’s educational journey began at 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, where he earned his 
undergraduate degree in chemistry and English in 1968. 
He pursued his medical degree at George Washington 
University, graduating in 1973. His training continued at 
Tulane University/Charity Hospital in New Orleans. Dr. 
Van Meter is board certified in Emergency Medicine with 
certifications in Pediatric Emergency Medicine and Diving 
and Hyperbaric Medicine and Medical Technology.

Since 1989, Dr. Van Meter has served as the Chief of the 
Section of Emergency Medicine in the Department of 
Medicine at LSU Health New Orleans. He is also the Medical 
Director of Keith Van Meter & Associates, a 140-physician 
emergency medicine group serving South Louisiana and 
Mississippi. His extensive experience includes acting as 
the Medical Director of the Jo Ellen Smith Medical Center 
Multiplace Hyperbaric Medicine Unit and the Baromedical 
Research Institute Hyperbaric Laboratory.

Dr. Van Meter has made significant contributions to 
medical support planning at Vivace Inc. at the NASA 
Michoud Assembly Plant in New Orleans, working on the 
development of a hyperbaric ambulance. His primary 
research interest lies in the application of hyperbaric 
oxygen in cardiopulmonary arrest, using a swine model.

Dr. Van Meter recently established the George Washington 
Carver Professorship in Emergency Medicine. This endowed 
fund aims to further the position of the Emergency 
Medicine Residency Program through education, research, 
and promotion. When asked about the inspiration behind 
his donation, Dr. Van Meter emphasized the importance of 
supporting the program, describing it as the “front porch 
of the urban community and regional community.” He 
noted, “Our program often serves as the gateway for acutely 
sick patients to receive specialized care. Establishing a 
professorship boosts the morale of our program director 
and supports numerous vital projects.”

Dr. Van Meter highlighted the need for alumni to step 
up and support their alma mater, especially during 
challenging economic times: 

“Philanthropy is crucial. It’s a way for alumni to 
support the institution that shaped their careers.” 

– Dr. Keith Van Meter

Dr. Van Meter’s contributions are immeasurable. We are 
grateful for his generosity and commitment to advancing 
emergency medicine at LSU Health New Orleans. n

Donor Spotlight: Giving for Good
A gift to the LSU Health Foundation makes an immediate impact and changes lives. 
Whether the gift benefits life-saving research or our future health care providers’ 
education, your gift leaves a legacy of hope and health.

Dr. Keith Van Meter 
We are honored to spotlight Keith Van Meter, MD, whose 
exceptional career and recent generous donation have made  
a significant impact on our institution and the field of 
emergency medicine. Dr. Van Meter’s journey in medicine and 
his dedication to education and research are truly inspiring.

Dr. Van Meter and his wife, Mary
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The Second Line for LSU Health New Orleans is LSU Health Foundation’s 
premier leadership giving society honoring those philanthropically minded 
alumni and friends who demonstrate extraordinary loyalty by giving each 
year to the area of their choice. Recognition and engagement are the core 
functions of our Donor Recognition Program. 

The second line is a tradition in New Orleans, where Mardi Gras patrons follow 
behind the brass bands in parades to keep up the celebratory momentum.  
In the spirit of Carnival and the Second Line, our Leadership Donors are the 
very patrons that continue to keep up the momentum and elevate LSU Health 
New Orleans. We are proud of the more than 400 members of our Second Line 
and we encourage you to be in that number. Join us and second line along as 
we continue to take LSU Health New Orleans to new heights. 

Donors who have supported the LSU Health Foundation at a 
cumulative giving level of $1,000 - $10,000+ within a calendar 
year are recognized as valued Second Line members each year. 

March with the Second Line, the LSU Health 
Foundation’s Premier Annual Giving Society

$1,000 - $2,499 $2,500 - $4,999 $5,000 - $9,999 $10,000+

Join today!
give.lsuhealthfoundation.org/secondline

For additional information or questions regarding 
Second Line membership, please contact Caroline Skinner, 

Director of Annual Giving at (504) 568-2278.

Benefits of Second 
Line Membership

Invitation to Royal Court Weekend
Our celebratory weekend commences 
with a ceremony where distinguished 
Second Line donors are officially 
inducted into the Foundation’s 
premier annual giving society and 
presented with a beautiful medallion 
noting each level of giving. 

Lifetime Giving Society members 
are also invited to the LSU 
Health Foundation’s Endowment 
dinner, honoring all scholarships, 
professorships, chairs, etc. Lastly, 
the weekend concludes Callin’ Baton 
Rouge style with a fully stocked LSU 
Football tailgate outside of Tiger 
Stadium and ending with an evening 
in Death Valley cheering on our 
Tigers! 

*General football tickets included 

Recognition in Honor Rolls
Your name will be featured in 
publications such as the Foundation 
Magazine and you will receive digital 
recognition in common areas of the 
student living center, The Residences.
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Transforming Healthcare: 
Board of Regents Grants

Joseph M. Nadell Endowed Chair in Pediatric Neurosurgery
Dr. Frank Culicchia, Chairman, Department of Neurological Surgery

$400,000 combined with donor match of $600,000 to establish 
a $1,000,000 Chair

The Joseph M. Nadell, M.D. Endowed Chair in Pediatric Neurosurgery Chair faculty 
appointment will preserve and expand the scope of the Department’s established educational 
and research programming in Pediatric Neurosurgery. The Endowed Chair will build upon 
the contributions of Dr. Nadell by recruiting and retaining an eminent scholar as a faculty 

member with outstanding scholarly and clinical accomplishments who will provide leadership to continue to enhance 
the specialty of Pediatric Neurosurgery, in the Department of Neurosurgery, in the LSU Health School of Medicine and to 
improve the quality of care provided to patients within the State of Louisiana. 

Kelsey Bradley Favrot Chair in Pediatric Neuro-oncology
Dr. Frank Culicchia, Chairman of the Department of Neurological Surgery

$400,000 combined with donor match of $600,000 to establish a $1,000,000 Chair

The Kelsey Bradley Favrot Chair in Pediatric Neuro-oncology involves an emphasis on clinical care of children with central 
nervous system tumors, education of the students, residents and fellows and research utilizing clinical trials started within 
LSU Health Science Center New Orleans or participating with other institutions. The nature of this faculty appointment will 
be to preserve and expand the scope of the Department’s established educational and research programming in Pediatric 
nervous system tumors, to raise awareness through education, to coordinate research efforts and to enhance the medical 
community’s fundamental understanding of Pediatric Neuro-oncology.

Austin and Colin Conn Endowed Professorship in Psychiatry
Dr. Margaret Bishop Baier, Vice Chair of Education

$20,000 combined with donor match of $80,000 to establish a $100,000 
Professorship

In May 2023, Ann Conn, MD shared her intent to create the Austin and Colin Conn Endowed 
Professorship in Psychiatry at LSU Health New Orleans for research, patient care, and 
education for bipolar disorder. Dr. Conn created this professorship in loving memory of her 
two sons who died from bipolar disorder in an effort to increase support of research, patient 

care, and education, relating to bipolar disorder. The professorship will support the faculty in clinical, academic, and 
investigational work relating to the evaluation and management of bipolar disorder.
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Isfana Ali MD & Juzar Ali MD Professorship
Dr. Juzar Ali, Clinical Professor Medicine, Emeritus; Pulmonary/
Critical Care

$20,000 combined with a donor match of $80,000 to establish 
a $100,000 Professorship

The Isfana Ali MD & Juzar Ali MD Professorship was created to honor the legacy of Dr. Juzar 
Ali and his wife Dr. Isfana Ali. Dr. Juzar Ali is Clinical Professor (Gratis) and Professor Emeritus 
in the section of Pulmonary/Critical Care where he served as Klein Professor of Medicine and 

as an academic clinician, clinical educator, and researcher. He worked in health and hospital administration at the Medical 
Center of Louisiana at New Orleans and as interim Chief Medical Officer and Chief Executive Officer at LSU Hospital. He has 
practiced nationally and internationally in the field of tuberculosis. Dr. Ali is the recipient of numerous teaching awards 
at LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans, School of Medicine over the last two decades including multiple Aesculapian 
awards and the University Copping award. In 2022, he was honored with the Spirit of Charity Award for his academic, 
patient care, research, teaching and administrative services in the Charity Hospital system over the last 40 years. 

Dr. Isfana Ali is a retired ex-faculty of LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans, Tulane University & Charity Hospital. She 
worked as Staff Child and Infant Psychiatrist, Louisiana Department of Health Mental Health/Child Psychiatry services 
throughout the various Mental Health Clinics in the State of Louisiana before her retirement.

Drs. William G. ‘64 & Hannelore H. ’63 Giles 
Superior Graduate Scholarship 2024
Dr. Richard DiCarlo, Dean, School of Medicine

$160,000 combined with a donor match of $360,000

Dr. Hannelore Giles is a 1963 graduate of the LSU Health Sciences Center - New Orleans School 
of Medicine. A scholarship recipient, Dr. Giles made a one-million-dollar pledge to establish 
The Drs. William G. ‘64 & Hannelore H. ‘63 Giles Scholarship Fund. Dr. Giles said she created 
the fund out of gratitude and with the intent of paying it forward by paying it back. Dr. Giles’ 

hope is that the scholarship will provide deserving and capable students with the opportunity to fulfill their career pursuits 
and receive the best training in the region.

Class of 1973 Superior Graduate Scholarship
Dr. Richard DiCarlo, Dean, School of Medicine

$200,000 combined with a donor match of $360,000

The Class of 1973 Scholarship Fund was created through generous donations by LSU Health Sciences Center - New Orleans 
School of Medicine alumni. These alumni embarked on a fundraising campaign to raise $600,000 to provide tuition relief to 
rising fourth year medical students. To date $360,000 of the $600,000 goal has been achieved. n
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The annual Royal Court Weekend brings together our top donors for induction into the 
Foundation’s prestigious giving societies. Each event is crafted to honor donors who 
participate in different types of giving such as consecutive giving, annual giving, lifetime 
giving and planned giving. Our 4th Royal Court Kickoff begins the weekend with a Thursday 
evening cocktail event to engage and thank those donors with an evening of philanthropy 
and fun. Our Friday evening Foundation Dinner honors our endowment and scholarship 
donors with an experience hearing from a keynote speaker, scholarship recipient and 
others who can attest to the hard work being done at LSU Health that would not be possible 
without philanthropically-minded individuals. To wrap up the weekend of activities is our 
Saturday Second Line Tailgate in Baton Rouge for a LSU Tigers home game. All donor 
societies are invited to this Saturday in Baton Rouge near Tiger Stadium to enjoy food, 
music, and tailgating fun!

Recognizing the extraordinary acts of generosity our donors demonstrate throughout 
their lifetime to support LSU Health New Orleans.

Honoring Our Top Donors During 
Royal Court Weekend 2023
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Royal Court Kickoff

Annual Giving and Consecutive 
Giving Societies

Thursday
October 10
rr

LSU Health Foundation Dinner

A very special evening for 
our Lifetime, Endowment 

and Scholarship donors 
and recipients!

Friday
October 11
rr

Second Line Tailgate Party

LSU Tigers Football Game
in Tiger Stadium

LSU vs. Ole Miss

Saturday
October 12
rr

Save The Date - Royal Court 2024

October 10-12, 2024 - Reserve Your Weekend Today! 
For questions or to reserve your spot please contact Caitlin Strother, Director of Events & Marketing, at (504) 568-5712.

Are you in that number?
Learn about our giving societies and plan to attend our Royal Court Weekend 2024. 

Visit lsuhealthfoundation.org/lifetime-societies to learn more
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2024 Baton Rouge Tiger Classic  
Golf Tournament Success

The LSU Health Foundation raised over $85,000 for the LSU Health School of 
Medicine – Baton Rouge Branch Campus during the 3rd annual Tiger Classic 
Golf Tournament on April 8, 2024, presented by Our Lady of the Lake Health. 
Proceeds from this tournament support the Baton Rouge Branch Campus to 
enhance and expand the training curriculum for the students, residents, and 
our future Louisiana physicians.

Announcing the LSU Health Foundation  
Tiger Cup Golf Tournament in New Orleans

Join us for the 1st annual Tiger Cup benefiting the LSU Health Foundation in 
its mission to support LSU Health New Orleans and their mission. LSU Health 
treats over one million patients annually and is Louisiana’s largest safety net 
healthcare system. LSU Health especially prides itself on the many community 
outreach activities in which its faculty, residents, and students are engaged.

Sponsorships and Teams Available: bidpal.net/nolatigercup 
or call Caitlin Strother at 504-568-5712.

Two Events are a Hole In One

Save the date for the 4th annual Tiger Classic 
Golf Tournament in Baton Rouge on April 7, 2025. 

For info on sponsorships or signing up a team, visit 
bidpal.net/BRtigerclassic or call Caitlin Strother, 
Director of Events & Marketing at 504-568-5712.

1

2
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2024
n	 Sept. 18 Teal Tea Luncheon
n	 Oct. 6 Kelsey Bradley Favrot Memorial 5k Run/Walk
n	 Oct. 10-12 Royal Court Weekend

2025
n	 April 7 Tiger Classic Golf Tournament Baton Rouge
n	 Nov. 7 Tiger Cup Golf Tournament New Orleans

Mark your calendars to attend these 
upcoming events!

Looking Forward to Fun
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2000 TULANE AVE FL4
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70112-9806

Let’s keep in touch!

(504) 568-3712 
www.lsuhealthfoundation.org

info@lsuhealthfoundation.org

School of Medicine Match Day 2024


